SMALL STEPS LEAD TO BIG CHANGE

Teen Green Organization RelightNY Launches 2.0 Initiative to Enlist NYC Youth in Citywide DIY Environmental Movement

New York, NY, September 12, 2008 — Avery Hairston, high-school student and founder of RelightNY, today joined with his team of 10 classmates in revealing RelightNY 2.0, the second phase of their environmental organization’s efforts, which will enable young people to team-build locally—leading by example, educating peers and neighbors, and social networking—for environmental change. In a new partnership with youth-service organization Children for Children that will expand the reach of RelightNY, the teen group will enlist individuals or groups to go online and register to take responsibility for one or more city buildings—specifically, participants will educate their neighbors and encourage them to replace their standard light bulbs with energy-efficient CFLs. The goal: 1 million bulbs in one year.

Hairston’s call to action: “We’re out to convince all New Yorkers to make a simple switch: replace their light bulbs with CFLs. RelightNY and Children for Children are empowering New York City youth, who will in turn motivate city residents to take a small step toward making a big change in our environment.”

Once a building is chosen through real-time interactive mapping technology, each person or group can use the Relight Service Guide to create and implement a Relight Plan online. Says Hairston: “Throughout history, America’s youth have stood on the front lines in efforts to achieve positive social change. Before, groups gathered in the streets. Now, they can gather online too.”

Maggie Jones, Executive Director of Children for Children says: “Young people have the ability to play a pivotal role in solving real-world issues, and youth service is one of the most valuable investments that we can make in our nation's future.  Youth service programs like RelightNY 2.0 impact the community by inspiring lifelong volunteers and providing powerful benefits for each child, equipping them to become the next generation of leaders.” Through Children for Children’s network of over 500 NYC schools, after-school programs and community-based organizations, over 75,000 kids in Manhattan, Queens, Bronx, Brooklyn, and Staten Island will have the opportunity to participate in relighting New York City.

RELIGHTNY TEAMS WITH THE MAYOR’S VOLUNTEER CENTER OF NYC AND GREENYC

Coinciding with the first ServiceNation Summit and National Day of Action, RelightNY will partner with the Mayor’s Volunteer Center of NYC (MVC) and the City’s GreeNYC campaign to promote the simple steps New Yorkers of all ages can take to make the city even greener and greater. Through service-learning curricula designed for grades K-12, RelightNY and Children for Children, along with MVC, are also partnering with an extensive network of New York City schools, after-school programs and community-based organizations to support youth as a catalyst for change.
“RelightNY is a wonderful example of the power of youth service and illustrates how one person can make a difference,” said Nazli Parvizi, Commissioner of the Mayor’s Community Affairs Unit, which oversees the Mayor’s Volunteer Center. “Service learning and community involvement allows young people to be agents of change in helping to further important initiatives like GreeNYC to ensure a greener future for our City and its citizens.”

RELIGHTNY SUCCESS

Since 2007, RelightNY has distributed more than 30,000 CFLs throughout the five boroughs to low income families, and has educated countless New Yorkers about the benefits of switching to CFLs. Communities such as Queensbridge housing projects (Queens) and Twin Parks (Bronx) have been relit. Additionally, RelightNY has worked closely with Sustainable South Bronx, the Children’s Aid Society and many other local organizations to empower young people who, in turn, inform their communities.

Since its beginning, RelightNY has been provided with strategic marketing support by JWT, the largest advertising agency in America. Says JWT CEO Bob Jeffrey, who serves as the founding member of the agency’s charities board of directors, “RelightNY is a big, bold idea in its simplicity and its portability—it’s relevant everywhere. Teenagers have developed the formula for taking empowerment online and into the world of social networking. As a global organization committed to creativity and problem solving—and especially to making the world a better and smarter place—JWT is determined to embrace young leaders like the founders of RelightNY, who illustrate my belief that the best ideas can come from anywhere. When we see them, we must nurture and support them to ensure they reach their potential.”

RelightNY (www.relightny.com) is an environmental awareness group founded to promote an understanding of the role energy conservation plays in reversing global climate change. RelightNY’s mission is to inform and inspire, to show people that the seemingly tremendous task of helping protect the earth’s environment for current and future generations can be achieved collectively, starting with the small but tangible action of changing a light bulb. Led by an 11-member Teen Advisory Board, RelightNY aims to prove that people of all ages can make a difference in the fight against global warming. 

Children for Children (www.childrenforchildren.org)mobilizes the energy, ingenuity and compassion of young people, beginning at an early age, to discover their power and potential to solve real world problems through volunteer opportunities and service-learning programs that instill a lifelong commitment to service. CFC works with approximately 75,000 children each year through a national network of service-learning and giving programs.
The Mayor's Volunteer Center of NYC, a program of the Mayor’s Community Affairs Unit, brings together individuals, corporations, government agencies and non-profit organizations in order to connect people and facilitate meaningful volunteer opportunities that significantly improve the quality of life in New York City. Their goal is to make every New Yorker a volunteer. For more information, visit www.nyc.gov/volunteer or call 311.

